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Decline of Assyria
Adad-nirari III, son of Shamshi-Adad, too returned
to Syria after subduing the tribes of the North.
Benhadad III, son of Hazael, was compelled to pay
tribute to Assyria for the first time. Jehoahaz, king
of Israel, broke loose from Syria and paid tribute to
Adad-nirari. Hamath and Phoenician cities resumed
their payments of the annuity. The records say that
the Assyrian monarch was able to exact tribute even
from Edom and Palestine.
Jehoash of Israel emerged successful in the political
confusion of Palestine and turned against Syria. He ,
recovered the entire territory of Israel east of the
Jordan and his son Jeroboan turned out to be so
vigorous that he even took Damascus and Hamath.
The Assyrians were slowly losing ground.
About the same time an important kingdom of
Urartu (Ararat), where the Ararat Mountain is situat-
ed, was rising into prominence. The kingdom was
called Khaldia after the chief god Khaldis of the people
of Urartu. The tribe was very warlike and lived in
the highlands of Armenia towards the Caucasus and
the Assyrian monarchs had to undertake repeated
expeditions to keep their restive leaders to their own
bounds. Babylonian culture had spread among.them
and later the princes of the tribe came to use the cunei-
form writing. Their restive character gave the western
and southern enemies of Assyria some relief as no
more could the Assyrian armies keep long on puni-
tive expeditions for the fear of their formidable up-
land neighbours.
In the meanwhile Assyria plunged into a civil wax.
A number of cities revolted following the total solar
eclipse of 763 B.C. which was accepted as an ill-omen
a signal for change. The centre of the revolt was
tfie old capital,, and the king was murdered.